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A  Funeral  Difcourfe. 


JOB  xxx.  23." 

For  I  KNOW  THAT  THOU  WILT  BRING  ME  TO 
DEATH,  AND  TO  THE  HOUSE  APPOINTED  FOR 
ALL  LIVING. 

WITH  the  time,  or  circumftances  of  our 
removal  from  life,  we  are  not  acquainted ; 
.but  of  the  ultimate  certainty  of  the  event,  there  is 
no  ground  to  doubt. 

Persons  may  conje&ure  that  they  fliall  not  out¬ 
live  a  particular  feafon  ;  or  that  they  fhall  die  by  a 
particular  diforder,  or  calamity  :  and  yet  be  fup- 
ported  through  that  feafon,  and  faved  from  the  evil 
they  apprehended. — On  the  other  hand  to  prefume 
on  a  courfe  of  years,  imagining  that  we  are  exempt 
from  difeafe,  or  cafualties,  would  not  only  be  a  fin, 
but  might  prove  an  experimental  miftake.  By 
caufes  not  forefeen,  or  which  were  not  confidered 
dangerous,  we  might  be  aroufed  from  fecurity,  and 
brought  to  the  grave. 

The  hour  of  death,  like  the  coming  of  the  Son 
of  man  to  judgment,  is  known  to  no  one  ;  but  of  the 
certainty  of  death  there  is  the  fulleit  evidence  from 
the  experience  of  man  in  all  ages,  and  the  general 
Rate  of  nature :  from  the  indications  of  frailty  in 
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our  own  conftitution,  and  the  teftimony  of  the  word 
of  God. 

The  grave  is  reprefented  as  the  home  appointed 
for  all  living.  The  characters  and  conditions  of 
mankind  are  exceedingly  diverfified  in  a  number 
of  refpeCts ;  but  whatever  diftin£tions  may  fubfift 
between  them,  they  are  all  alike  in  this,  that  they 
mull:  die,  and  make  their  bed  in  the  dull.  Here 
the  rich  and  poor  meet  together ,  and  the  servant  is 
free  from  his  master .  In  this  place  all  diftinctions 
are  obliterated,  all  relations  diffolved,  alt  acquifi- 
tions  relinquifhed :  Naked  came  we  from  the  earth, 
and  naked  do  we  return  thither ,  Job  i.  21.  All  go 
to  one  place :  All  arc  of  the  dust ,  and  all  return  to 
dust  again ,  Eccles.  iii.  20. 

It  is  faid,  “  /  know ,  that  thou  wilt  bring  me  to 
death ,  and  to  the  house  appointed  for  all  living; 
implying  that  it  is  the  certain,  unchanging  purpofe 
of  God,  that  all  fliall  die.  .Death  is  not  an  occa- 
fional  event  ;  but  is  pre-determined  in  the  plan 
of  divine  providence,  is  the  fixed  ordination  of 
Heaven.  In  conformity  with  this,  no  provifion  is 
made  in  nature,  by  which  any  one  can  poffibly  avoid 
the  change.  Frequently  when  a  perfon  lies  in 
death,  we  behold  an  example  of  the  inefficacy  of  all 
created  expedients  to  preferve  life.  Hone  of  the 
productions  of  the  fields  could  afford  nourifhment : 
and  the  powers  of  medicine,  aided  by  the  molt  dif- 
cerning  (kill,  and  fympathetic  kindnefs,  could  not 
relieve  and  heal ;  but  the  appointment  of  God  was 
carried,  without  interruption,  into  full  effeCt. 

This  paffage  of  feripture  leads  us  to  confider,  not 
<&nly  the  certainty  and  universality  of  death,  but  that 
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it  is  a  difpenfation  of  the  divine  hand,  I  know  that 
thou  wilt  bring  me  to  death . — 

God,  though  infinitely  exalted  and  blefled,  re¬ 
gards  the  Hate  of  the  children  of  men.  He  appoint¬ 
ed  the  general  frailty  of  their  nature,  and  determines  / 
the  order,  and  manner  in  which  it  fhall  be. executed, 
exercifing  over  each  one  a  providential  care.  It  is 
not  in  man ,  who  walketh ,  to  direct  his  steps ;  but  in 
the  hand  of  G od  are  all  his  ways ,  Jer.  x,  22.  He 
obferves  our  going  out,  and  coming  in  :  he  is  ac¬ 
quainted  with  our  ftate  in  profperity  and  adverfity ; 
in  ficknefs  and  health  :  in  the  various  relations  we 
fufiain — and  it  is  not  without  a  due  confidcration 
of  all  connected  circomflances,  that  any  change  is 
produced,  and  that  death  is  experienced. 

If  perfons  be  brought  to  death,  by  the  appoint¬ 
ment  and  will  of  God,  there  is  infinite  wifdom  in 
the  difpenfation.  To  confider  any  event  as  under 
his  government,  and  yet  oppofed  to  infinite  wifdom, 
is  inconfiftent.  Though  death  in  itfelf  is  evil  and 
aftlidlive,  and  a  reverfion  of  the  original  order  of 
nature  ;  yet  that  it  is  fubordinated  to  wife  and  holy 
purpofes,  is  evident  from  the  infinite  perfection  of 
Deity,  and  from  the  declared  and  known  reafons  of 
the  appointment. 

The  entrance  of  fin  into  the  world  rendered  the 
fentence  of  deatli  juft. — Wifely  to  adapt  the  con¬ 
dition  of  mankind  to  a  feafon  of  trial,  finally  to  be 
terminated,  it  was  ordained  that  the  fyftcm  of  crea¬ 
tion  fhould  be  frail,  and  with  all  other  objedts  that 
human  life  fhould  be  tranfitory.  If  we  be  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  wifdom  of  God  in  determining  that 
the  heavens  fhould  wax  old  as  a  garment,  and  the 
foundations  of  the  earth  be  removed,  and  that  all 

the 


the  human  race  fliould  die  ;  then  we  may  reconcile 
with  wifdom  his  removing  particular  perfons  from 
life ;  for  in  thefe  inllances  he  gives  an  example  of 
the  general  fentence,  and  carries  it,  as  it  refpe&s 
the  human  race,  into  effeCh 

Should  it  be  obje&ed,  that  the  time  and  circum- 
llances  of  a  perfon’s  death  appear,  in  fome  inllances, 
to  militate  againll  divine  wifdom  in  the  production 
of  it  ?  To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  what  is  con- 
fidered  the  weaknefs  and  frailty  of  man  in  old  age, 
is  nothing  more  than  the  appointment  that  he  shall 
die,  exhibited  in  example.  There  is  no  neceflity, 
in  the  conftitution  of  his  nature,  that  he  fhould  be¬ 
come  feeble  at  threefcore  years  and  ten,  or  that  he 
fliould  be  at  all  impaired  by  age,  more  than  that 
the  Sun,  by  continuing  to  Ihine,  Ihould  finally  lofe 
his  luftre.  Indeed,  but  for  experience,  it  would  be 
thought  more  llrange  that  the  fun,  a  vail  body  of  fire, 
ihould  be  kept  burning  for  many  thoufand  years, 
without  the  lead  apparent  diminution,  than  that  the 
human  body  Ihould  be  fullained  in  vigor,  forever. 

If  it  be  owing  folely  to  the  decree  of  death,  that 
man  becomes  feeble  and  helplefs  at  a  certain  age, 
then  it  may  confift  with  divine  wifdom,  that  he  Ihould 
experience  ficknefs  and  death  in  an  earlier  feafon. 
If  the  decree  find  man  in  vigor,  though  a  thoufand 
years  old — interefted  in  a  variety  of  relations,  en¬ 
gaged  in  important  labors,  with  fcenes  of  enjoyment 
and  hope  around  him,  God  alone  can  determine 
when  that  vigor  fhall  abate,  when  thofe  relations 
lhall  be  dilfolved,  and  thofe  profpe&s  clofed.  To 
plead  the  importance  of  relations  and  purfuits  againll 
the  time  of  removal  defignated  in  Divine  Providence, 
may  ever  delay  the  llroke  of  death,  and  is  an  implied 
<slaim  to  iipuiortality  on  earth.  If  wifdom  be  cx- 
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prefled  in  the  general  fentence  of  death,  it  is  doubt* 
lefs  exprefled  in  the  particular  time  and  circum- 
ftances  m  which  it  is  executed. 

It  may  further  be  obferved,  that  if  death  be  the 
appointment  of  God,  it  is  fubfervient  to  infinite 
goodnefs. 

The  gcodnefs  of  God  is  as  unqueftionable  as 
his  wifdom,  or  power.  In  the  permiflion  of  fin,  and 
in  all  the  evils  which  refult  from  it,  he  was  influ¬ 
enced  by  benevolence  as  truly  as  in  the  creation  of 
the  world.  Unlefs  he  were,  there  is  a  contrariety 
in  his  character  ;  or  he  is  lefs  glorious  and  excellent 
in  the  government  of  creatures  than  in  giving  them 
exiftence. 

It  is  aflerted  in  feripture,  Better  is  the  end  of  a 
thing  than  the  beginning  thereof  Eccles.  vii.  8. — 
Exiftence  is  good,  or  evil,  chiefly  in  reference  to  its 
objects.  If  God  do  not  exercife  goodnefs  in  gov¬ 
erning,  he  exercifed  none  in  creating.  Unlefs  it 
were  his  object  that  creatures  fhould  be  fubfervient 
to  wife  and  holy  purpofes,  no  advantages  would  re¬ 
fult  from  their  exiftence  :  for  however  curioufly 
they  might  be  formed,  or  liberally  endowed,  their 
end  would  be  vain,  and  thus  their  organization  and 
endowments  would  be  ufelefs. 

The  objeft  of  God  in  governing  is  the  higheft 
general  good.  In  purfuing  this  he  indulges  no  re- 
fpedt  of  perfons  ;  but  is  impartial,  juft  and  uncon- 
trolable.  The  condition  of  no  one  on  earth,  nor  of 
any  creature  in  the  univerfe  is  the  fame,  as  if  his 
intereft  were  alone  confulted :  as  if  it  were  the  foie 
objedl  of  God  to  exalt  him,  and  promote  his  ad¬ 
vantage. 


B 


Creatures 


£  *o  3 

Creatures  are  viewed  by  God  not  as  feparate 
individuals,  but  in  a  collective  capacity,  and  are  all 
fubordinated  to  the  .greatefl;  good#  By  this  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  each  one  is  determined,  whether  profper- 
ous,  or  adverfe  :  whether  life,  or  death# 

To  choofe  the  accomplifhment  of  this  object,  and 
voluntarily  to  conform  to  it,  is  a  univerfal  duty,  and 
in  this  cotifift  the  higheft  dignity,  and  the  higheft 
happinefs  of  which  a  creature  is  capable.  In  the 
temper  here  defined  a  perfon  will  be  willing  to  live, 
or  die,  as  God  fhall  determine  :  he  will  be  happy 
in  the  bleflings  with  which  he  is  favored,  and  content 
to  refign  them  when  required  in  Divine  Providence  : 
he  will  acquiefce  in  the  removal  of  his  friends,  in 
the  calamities  which  befal  the  world,  and  in  all  the 
evils  of  which  creatures  are  the  fubjeCts. 

As  the  general  is  fuperior  to  individual  good, 
and  is  ever  purfued  by  God,  death  in  being  inflict¬ 
ed  by  him  in  fubfervience  to  this,  is  fubfervient  to 
good,  even  the  higheft  of  which  we  can  conceive. 

Having  attempted  to  illuflrate*  the  text,  by  con- 
fidering  the  certainty  and  univerfality  of  death,  and 
that  it  is  a  difpenfation  of  infinite  wifdom  and  bene¬ 
volence,  productive  in  every  inflance,  of  the  greatefl 
good,  I  would  conclude  my  difcourfe  with  an 

Improvement  of  the  subject . 

x.  We  may  infer,  that  we  cannot  place  depend- 
ance  on  life. 

It  is  not  only  certain  that  we  shall  be  brought  to 
death,  and  to  the  house  appointed  for  all  living ; 
but  of  the  time,  or  manner  of  our  removal,  we  are 
ignorant. ,  Thefe  will  be  determined,  n§t  by  our 

con- 
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connections  in  this  ft  ale ;  but  by  our  relation  t§ 
God  and  his  government.  We  may  be  fpared  for 
years,  or  may  foon  be  taken.  It  is  our  duty  to  con- 
ftder  our  frailty,  and  not  depend  on  life ;  but  be 
devoted  to  the  divine  will. 

2.  We  may  infer,  that  it  is  improper  to  place 
confidence  in  any  of  our  acquaintance  and  friends. 

Innumerable  are  the  teftimonies  given  in  Divine 
Providence,  that  the  nioft  intimate  relations  mult 
be  diffolved :  that  perfons  of  (kill  and  generofity, 
of  eminence  and  great  ufefulnefs,  mult  be  removed. 
Of  this  we  have  witneffed  a  number  of  inftances  : 
but  few  have  been  fo  imprefiive  as  the  one  which 
lately  took  place  among  us ;  by  which  not  only  x 
family  is  overwhelmed  in  forrow,  but  the  town  ifr 
fenfible  of  a  lofs. 

He  is  juftly  to  be  regretted,  as  a  man  fullaining 
many  important  relations,* *  and  of  a  great,  generous* 
humane  fpirit.  *He  will  be  lamented  as  a  hufband, 
father,  and  benefa&or  :  He  will  be  regretted  as  at  tho 
head  of  a  clafs  of  citizens,  diftinguiihed  for  their  exer¬ 
tions  in  the  late  revolutionary  war,  and  on  whom  de¬ 
pendence  is  placed  in  the  future  emergencies  of  the 
country,  among  whom  he  prefided  with  affectionate 
folic itude  and  dignity.  He  will  be  deeply  regretted, 
as  eminent  in  the  very  ufeful  and  important  profeffion 
in  which  he  was  extenfively  employed;  and  for 
which  he  was  qualified,  not  only  by  the  acutenefs 
of  his  difcernment  and  accuracy  of  his  opinions — by 
his  declfion  and  judgment  ;  but  by  a  choice  of  the 
moft  inftrudtive  books,  an  extenfive  correfpondence, 
and  great  experience. 

The 
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*  He  left  an  affectionate  wife  end  Jive  children — was  honorary 
Member  of  the  Philadelphia  end  London  Medical  Societies  ^  end 
President  of  the  Cincinnati,  of  this  State. 
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The  Minifters  in  general  of  the  Town  received 
his  prompt,  his  vigilant,  his  patient  attention,  in  the 
hour  of  affliction  and  difeafe,  to  themfelves  and  fami¬ 
lies,  without  any  claim  of  eompenfation  : — and  this 
tribute  is  doubtlefs  fmall,  compared  with  the  one 
due  to  his  kindnefs  and  liberality  in  other  inftances. 

Such  was  the  general  confidence  in  his  fkill,  that 
fome  might  think,  under  his  care,  they  were  in  a 
peculiar  degree  fecure  from  death.  But  this  confi¬ 
dence  was  vain — his  own  life  he  could  not  prolong  : 
and  in  his  removal  in  fo  early  a  part  of  exiftence  we 
are  taught  his  dependence,  our  dependence,  and  the 
dependence  of  all  things  on  God. 

3.  From  the  fubject  we  learn  the  nature  of  refig- 
nation,  and  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  principle. 

True  refignation  is  founded  on  a  belief,  not  that 
man,  from  a  neceflity  of  nature,  i^uft  die  ;  but  that 
this  and  every  change  is  appointed,  and  carried  into  . 
effect  by  God  :  in  a  belief,  not  that  our  particular 
wifhes  and  interelts  are  confulted ;  but  that  the 
higheft  good  is  promoted. — It  implies  fenfibilities 
correfponding  to  the  nature  of  events  ;  but,  both  in 
what  is  pleafing  and  in  what  is  afflictive,  that  we  fub- 
mit  with  chearfulnefs  to  the  divine  will. 

On  this  principle  we  may  fafely  reft  all  the  inte¬ 
rests  of  exiftence,  for  it  is  the  fum  of  all  its  duties,  and 
the  temper  is  a  foundation  for  the  higheft  joy,  and  for 
peace  in  every  trial  and  adverfity.  In  this  temper 
we  fhall  be  fupported  in  the  experience  of  death  our- 
felves — fupported  in  the  lofs  of  thofe  much  dearer 
than  life.  It  will  be  the  language  of  our  hearts,  It 
is  the  Lord ,  the  infinitely  wife  and  juft  and  compaf- 
fionate  God,  let  him  do  what  seemeth  him  good. — The 
Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away :  blessed  be 
the  name  of  the  Lord. 


A  PRAYER,  suited  to  the  preceding  SERMON, 

[  Published  from.  Recollection.  ] 


OLORD,  who  art  felf-exiftent,  and  of  whofe 
years  there  shall  be  no  end  / — We  adore  thee  as 
the  Creator  of  all  things,  and  as  exercifing  dominion 
over  the  work  of  thine  hands. — We  blefs  thee  as 
regarding  every  creature,  and  event ;  and  as  making 
thy  glory,  and  the  higheft  felicity  of  thy  works,  the 
objeft  of  thine  adminiftration. 

Enable  us,  with  reverence,  to  fubmit  to  thy  will 
— to  thofe  difpenfations  in  which  our  expectations 
are  difappointed,  as  well  as  to  thofe  in  which  they 
are  accomplifhed.  Imprefs  us  with  a  fenfe  of  our 
ignorance  of  events,  necelTary  in  a  government  in¬ 
finitely  wife  and  good :  and  of  the  guilt  of  cenfuring 
thyfcmeafures,  and  oppofmg  Thee. 

May  we  fuitably  confider,  that  we  are  Strangers 
and  pilgrims  on  earth :  that  thou  wilt  bring  us  to 
death ,  and  to  the  house  appointed  for  all  living :  that 
man ,  at  his  best  estate ,  is  altogether  vanity  :  that  his 
days  arc  an  hand's  breadth — his  life,  as  a  tale  that  is 
told . 

May  we  confider  thy  condefcenfion,  in  regarding 
our  ftate  : — thy  care  and  infinite  companion  : — and 
truit  thee  in  all  feafons  and  circumftances  : — and, 
though  we  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of 
death ,  may  we  fear  no  evil. 

For  life,  and  all  worldly  bleffings,  we  offer  thee 
a  tribute  of  gratitude.  We  praife  thee  for  the  richer 
bleffings  of  the  gofpel :  for  the  pardon  of  fin,  for 
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fpiritual  life,  and  fupport : — that  fubmitting  to  thy 
will,  and  trufting  in  thy  Son,  we  Ihall  be  fubjeCts' 
of  thy  love,  fhall  be  led  from  ftrength  to  ftrength, 
and  admitted  to  never  ending  glory  and  hap  pine  fs. 

We  acknowledge,  and  bemoan  that  principle  of 
depravity,  which  is  productive  of  diforder  and  mife- 
ry,  and  is  difpleafing  in  thy  fight.  May  we  be  de¬ 
livered  from  its  influence ;  overcome  the  world  and 
the  powers  of  darknefs,  and  be  devoted  fmcerely 
and  entirely  to  thy  fervice — refpeCting  all  thy  com¬ 
mands,  and  taking  thy  promifes  as  our  heritage. 

Sanctify  to  us  the- difpenfiitions  of  thy  Provi¬ 
dence  :  particularly  the  afflictive  eYent  we  have  been 
called  lately  to  experience,  and  at  this  time  to  con- 
fider.  May  it  be  rendered  conducive  to  an  impref- 
fion  of  the  moll  important  truths,  and  the  exercife 
of  the  molt  elfehtial  virtues. 

Look  down  in  companion  on  thine  handmaiden, 
the  bereaved  Consort .  Greatly  haft  thou  afflicted  her  : 
her  heart  is  broken  with  forrow.  Thou  alone  art 
able  to  bind  it  up,  and  give  her  peace.  Teach  her 
to  obferve  thine  hand  in  this  chaftifement :  may  fhe 
realize,  tho*  clouds  and  darkness  are  round  about  Thee, 
that  justice  and  judgment  are  the  habitation  of  thy. 
throne .  May  Ihe  truft  in  thee,  and  enjoy  the  light 
of  thy  countenance,  and  be  blelfed  forever. 

Regard  in  mercy  the  bereaved  children — pro¬ 
vide  for  their  wants.  Reward  into  their  bofoms  the 
liberality  of  thy  fervant  to  others. — May  they  be 
trained  to  ufefulnefs  and  honor,  to  virtue  and  piety. 
May  they  look  to  thee  as  their  God  and  heavenly 
Father,  and  in  the  fliadow  of  thy  wings  find  a  refuge 
from  every  evil. 


Sanctify 
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Sanctify  the  bereavement  to  all  the  connexions 
and  acquaintance  of  thy  fervant.  May  not  their 
eftimate  of  earthly  good,  contradiX  the  meafures  of 
thy  Providence  :  May  they,  from  a  fenfe  of  the  frailty 
of  man,  and  the  tranfitory  nature  of  his  connexions 
here,  be  led  to  place  their  afFeXions  on  things  above, 
and  confider  the  importance  of  thy  friendlhip,  which 
alone  is  without  change. 

May  this  lofs  be  fanXified  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  :  and  wilt  thou,  in  mercy,  raife  up  one, 
whofe  heart  thuu  wilt  endue  with  equal  difcretion 
and  fortitude,  and  whofe  hand  thou  wilt  guide  with 
equal  fkill,  in  relieving  the  diftrefles  of  thy  people..  , 

Look  in  companion  on  all  who  mourn.  May 
they  confider  that  thou  dost  not  willingly  afflict : — * 
ruay  they  trull  in  thee,  as  the  only  fource  of  confola- 
tion  and  hope  :  and  though  fio  chastisement  is ,  for  the 
present  joyous ,  but  grievous ;  may  it  yield  the  peace* 
Me  fruits  of  righteousness . 

Smile  upon  thy  Churches. — May  not  the  gates 
of  the  grave,  nor  of  hell  prevail  againll  them. — May 
all  things  be  over-ruled  for  their  advantage. — May 
they  exhibit  a  bright  example  of  every  ChrilHan 
grace,  and  be  extended  from  the  riling  to  the  fetting 
fun*  ’ 

Bless  the  nations  of  the  earth.- — May  the  difpen- 
fationsofthy  Providence  be  conneXed  with  the  in- 
flruXions  of  thy  word  to  all  people,  and  be  attended 
with  thy  gracious  influence. — May  the  calamities 
which  are  experienced,  and  the  punifhments  which 
are  to  be  feared,  be  a  means  of  awakening  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  men  to  a  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin,  and  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  obeying  thy  commands— and  may  thy  name 
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Iv.  A  PRAYER, 

A?  hallowed:  may  ^jy  kingdom  come ,  d/zrf  u>i//  fe  done% 
on  earth ,  <2$  zV  w  i;z  Heaven^— through  Jefus  Chrift. — - 
To  the  Father.*  the  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit,  be  afcribed 
all  honor  and  praife, 

AMEN. 

* 
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